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Hunston Parish Council  
Hunston Village Hall 

Selsey Road, 
Hunston, 
PO20 1AW       10th February 2021 

 
 
Dear Carol, 

We are writing to ask your council for support in our endeavour to create a 
Greenway from Birdham to Chichester.  The project is outlined below and I 

attach a map and a Power-point presentation. 
 
We would be grateful if your council could write to CDC and WSCC voicing 

their support for the project. 
 

BIRDHAM GREENWAY 
The Birdham Neighbourhood Plan Review Group set up a subgroup to 
explore the possibility of an alternative traffic corridor which avoids using 

the A286 for walkers, wheelchair users and cyclists between The Witterings 
and Chichester. 
 

Background 
The A286 (serving the western part of the Manhood Peninsula ) has become 

increasingly congested and dangerous. Since 2000 car traffic has increased 
by 6% and light goods vehicles by 71%. Comparing available safety records 
for the A286, B2198 and B2179 over two five-year periods, 2009-14 and 

2015-2020,  accidents have increased by 63% and casualties by 50%, 
including 6 fatalities 2015-2020. 
National policy encourages active exercise and low-carbon transport, so an 

alternative traffic corridor connecting The Witterings, Itchenor, Birdham and 
Chichester based on The Salterns Way would seem ideal.  

 
Plan 
The subgroup, made up of Laurie Pocock and David Thompson,  met with 

manager Richard Austin from the Harbour Conservancy. A more direct route 
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between Birdham and the Witterings, omitting the Itchenor leg, was already 
in planning, due to open early 2021.  

The most direct route between Birdham and Chichester centre leaves the 
Salterns Way and goes via Chichester Marina across the A286 and along the 

Chichester Canal to Hunston, where it links with the National Cycle 
Network. NCN 2 and NC88 give access to the Chichester Canal Basin (with 
immediate access to the bus and railway stations and the town centre) and 

to the South Downs,  Pagham Harbour and Selsey. 
The group added to their numbers with Ian Sumnall from the West Sussex 
Cycling Forum, Peter Wallbank Advisor to the Chichester Ship Canal Trust, 

and Pieter Montyn, WSCC ward councillor, to obtain as much expertise as 
possible. Following a series of meetings and a site visit, we concluded that a 

cycle route alongside the canal is a practical and viable scheme.  
Other groups are already involved in widening and resurfacing the path 
along the canal. The Selsey Greenway Project is seeking funding for the 

section between Tramway Bridge and Hunston. The section between 
Tramway Bridge and Donnington Bridge has been completed with a two 

metre wide path thought to be Donnington CIL money. The section between 
Donnington Bridge and the A286 will be the final piece in the jigsaw and is 
yet to be undertaken. It is a mile in length and the cost to widen and 

resurface it is estimated to be £200,000. It is for this section that we are 
seeking your support with WSCC and CDC. 
 

We are also contacting West Wittering, East Wittering and Bracklesham, 
Earnley, Itchenor, Donnington and Appledram Parish Councils, Chichester 

Harbour Conservancy, the Ship Canal Trust, the Manhood Peninsula 
Partnership, and Premier Marinas to ask them to voice their support with 
CDC and WSCC. 

 
Should you require any further information please don’t hesitate to contact 
me. 

 
With many thanks for your anticipated support, 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

IXWhitaker 

 

 

 

Imogen Whitaker – Clerk to the Council 


