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HUNSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of Hunston Parish Council held on Wednesday 20 March in the Annexe at 
the rear of Hunston Village Hall. 

Present:  Mr S Baker, Mr D Betts, Mrs J Foster (Chair), Miss A Smith, Mr C Vinton 

In attendance: Mrs C Smith (Clerk), 2 members of public. 
 
 

16/19C Questions/Comments from members of the public. 
 A member of the public gave a report on the Hunston War Memorial plaques. 

The two stone War Memorial Plaques fitted on the St Leodegar’s Church wall near the 
Lynch Gate displays names of people who were killed during, or as a result of, the two 
major World Wars.  The first plaque for the 1914-1919 conflict was designed and fitted 
sometime around 1921/2, the cost understood to have been raised by public subscription.  
The second was added for the 1937-1945 conflict in 1951, again the cost raised by public 
subscription. 

 
On both occasions it was a community project, the only involvement of the Church being 
that of the late Reverend Edmund Outram who personally paid the Chichester Diocese 
fee for a faculty to allow the WWII plaque to be added on the wall.  There is very little 
reference to the two memorial plaques in Parish Vestry and/or Council Meeting minutes 
nor parish magazines but Outram recorded some of the arrangements in his notebooks 
which are stored in the West Sussex Record Office. 

 
Research into Military Forces Records, the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
Records, Parish Records, Electoral Rolls, Censuses, Directories, etc. identified men with 
well-established Hunston Parish connections such as birth, marriage, burial, residence 
and/or employment who had not been included in the original WWI nor WWII extended 
lists on the plaques. 

 
For WWI, in my researched opinion, there are five names missing but only one for WWII.  
For the earlier name gathering it is understandable because in the years following the 28th 
June 1919 Formal Peace Declaration communication was very poor, especially in rural 
areas and the list would have been put together within the close parish community, not 
including those who had moved away before the outbreak of, or during, the conflict.  Within 
the Church there’s a framed list of names that matches that of the present two plaques. 

 
I suggest it would be appropriate to add the names of the missing fatalities by inscribing 
the additions on a smaller plaque between the existing ones.  Also cleaning the existing 
plaques.  If agreed I suggest it would be fitting for a proper dedication and, if possible, to 
fit a ceremony in with the 100th anniversary of the WWI Peace Declaration. 

 
Similar arrangements are under way for the Chichester Cathedral’s Sussex Regiment 
Memorial Boards, Chichester City War Memorial and North Mundham’s Parish War 
Memorial.  

 
As a result of my research I’ve amassed information about most of the fallen including 
locations and family histories.  I’m therefore offering to create a formal Roll of Honour 
Memorial Book for Hunston which could then be kept as a permanent record, the storage 
location to be at your choice, perhaps the Church near the Chancel, but with a DVD copy 
offered to both West Sussex Record Office and Libraries. 

 
Both the Parish Vicar, James Russell, and Chairman of the Mundham and District Branch 
of the Royal British Legion (RBL), Andy Forsythe, support my proposal.   
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I appreciate a cost will be involved but feel confident this could be covered by a request 
for public donations through the RBL.  There would be no charge for my involvement. 

 
The Chair thanked the member of the public for their research.  It was agreed to look at 
cleaning the existing plaques and that a quote would be submitted for the provision of an 
additional plaque. 

   
 The 2 members of the public left the meeting. 
 

17/19C District and County Councillor reports. 

 Both Mrs Tull (CDC) and Mr Fitzjohn (WSCC) had sent their apologies. 
 

18/19C Code of Conduct. 

 Declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda. 

 None. 

 Written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests. 

 None. 
 

19/19C Apologies for absence. 
 None. 
 

20/19C Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 16 January 2019. 

On a proposal from Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Vinton it was RESOLVED that the Minutes 
of the meeting held on 16 January 2019 be confirmed as a true and correct record of the 
meeting and that they be signed by the Chairman. 

 

21/19C Matters arising from the Minutes of 16 January 2019. 

 Minute 7/19C – The strimming group had yet to be organised. 
 

22/19C Reports from External Meetings attended. 

  The Chair reported on a number of meetings that she had attended.  

 17 January 19, Meeting at Hunston with Donnington and Mundham Parish Council chairs 
to discuss the Neighbourhood Plan and the traffic implications. 

 21 February 19, Meeting of Manhood Parishes at Hunston, attended by 10 of the 11 
parishes, agreed to meet again on 28 March and the Chair to put together a draft letter to 
the MP, WSCC and CDC.  

 4 March 19, Attended the Peninsula Forum meeting with Cllr Betts which included a talk 
by Southern Water as well as Bill Martin advertising local walks, something it was felt the 
Parish Council could aim to do in Hunston. 
7 March 19, Met with David Coward, local historian about a memorial plaque to 
additional residents of Hunston killed in WWI 
19 March 19, Attended meeting on the Local and Neighbourhood Plan, with Andrew 
Frost, Mike Allgrove and Vicky Owens (CDC), Tricia Tull, the Clerk and Cllr Betts.   
19 March 19, Meeting with Maureen Chaffe, Cllr Betts and the Clerk to carry out the Call 
for Sites Assessment. 

  

 The Chair also mentioned the card walk sponsored by local business. 
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23/19C Project updates. 

 Pedestrian crossing/footpath from Bus stop. 

  Awaiting further work by the Clerk and Admin Assistant. 

 Refurbishment of the hard-court area and Children’s playground 

The outline funding bid has been completed; Cllr Vinton is waiting for further information 
from Proludic. Cllr Vinton has also had conversations with Active Sussex for more inclusive 
sports.   

 

24/19C Policies 

 Terms of Reference for the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
On a proposal from Cllr Betts, seconded by Cllr Smith it was RESOLVED that the Terms 
of Reference for the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group be amended to ensure that the 
Parish Council approves the draft plan before the Regulation 14 consultation starts. 
Additionally, to clarify the membership of the Steering Group and the Voting procedures.  

 Press and Social Media Policy 

On a proposal from the Chair, seconded by Cllr Betts, it was RESOLVED that the Press 
and Social Media Policy as presented be adopted by the Council with immediate effect. 

 

25/19C The Neighbourhood Plan. 
 The Chair reported on the progress of the Hunston Neighbourhood Plan. 
 Working group meetings had covered the base line, vision and objectives. 

At the meeting with District Council Officers, the Parish Council was updated on the Local 
Plan consultation.  Natural England had raised issues about an increase in nitrates within 
Chichester Harbour and Pagham Harbour as a result of further development.  Highways 
England had yet to comment on the draft Plan as Officers had been seconded to the Brexit 
Team.  As a result, there would be a delay of approximately three months, and this would 
mean that the Parish Council had some additional time to get to Regulation 14 status. 

   
Additionally, it was possible that both Donnington and Shopwhyke Lakes sites may provide 
more housing than previously stated, this could mean a reallocation of housing numbers 
to other strategic sites within the District.  The Officers commented that there had been a 
considerable number of responses from Hunston and the District Council would respond 
to everyone who had taken part in the consultation.    

 
The Officers were questioned about requirements for a Strategic Environmental impact 
Assessment (SEA) and a Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA).  These have not been 
carried out for Hunston on an individual basis. The Parish Council must email a formal 
request to CDC for a Screening report to establish if either are required. CDC can provide 
some funding, around £3000. Mrs Chaffe suggested approaching Locality to do this if 
required.    

 
Changes to the settlement boundary were also discussed and it was noted that this could 
be done via the Neighbourhood Plan.    
The Chair also reported that she had challenged the process undertaken by CDC to inform 
the Parish Council and Mr Frost had apologised to the Parish Council for any 
misunderstanding that had arisen. 

 
The Call for Sites had been issued and five site applications had been returned along with 
one additional site allocation map.    
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The site assessments had been started the day before and a copy of the assessment 
criteria had been circulated.   The next Steering Group meeting had been scheduled for 1 
April 2019, when members would review the site assessment report and questionnaire. It 
was intended that people would be encouraged to complete the questionnaire online but 
that paper copies would be available in the shops for those who don’t want to do online. 

 
The questionnaire would go out for consultation in conjunction with a public meeting to 
present options to residents.  Contact has been made with the Church Commissioners to 
meet to discuss with them what we want if they do build. 

 
A record of thanks was given to Maureen Chaffe for all the work she has done on behalf 
of the Parish Council to date. 

 

26/19C Village Tea 

The event has now been publicised and one form for entry to the Bake Off had already 
been received.  The WI are helping and will provide all the savouries.  Cllr Betts will lead 
on Community singing.  It was agreed that the funds raised would go towards a Community 
Defibrillator.  The British Heart Foundation provide options that include training on the use 
of the Defibrillator. 

 

27/19C Street naming consultation. 
A consultation has been received relating to the naming of the street leading to the new 7 
property development by Lowlands.  The Clerk explained the background to the request 
and that previously the Parish Council had sought a name that reflected a local connection 
in some way.  It was agreed to ask for the development to be called Turners Way. 

  

28/19C Parish Council elections. 

A brief update on the election process was given and Councillors who were intending to 
re-stand were given their nomination packs.  Additional packs were taken for other people 
who had expressed an interest in joining the Council.  

 
It was acknowledged that this was Cllr Baker’s last formal Parish Council meeting and 
grateful thanks were given to him for his hard work over the last 12 years. 

 

29/19C Clerk’s Report. 

The Clerk showed Councillors a preview of the new Website and invited comments for 
feedback to the designers. 

 

30/19C Annual Parish Meeting. 

The Annul Parish Meeting will be held on 22 May 2019 and will include presentations on 
the Neighbourhood Plan and playground improvements. 

  

31/19C Annual Risk Assessments. 

The annual risk assessments had been carried out by the Clerk and Admin Assistant and 
were presented to the Council.  On a proposal from Cllr Foster, seconded by Cllr Betts it 
was RESOLVED that the annual risk assessments be approved.  
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32/19C    Finance. 

 The appointment of Mulberry & Co as Internal Auditor for the year. 

On a proposal from Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Vinton it was RESOLVED that Mulberry 
& Co be approved as Internal Auditor for the year ended 31 March 2019. 

 

 Schedule of Payments and Receipts 
On a proposal from Cllr Foster, seconded by Cllr Betts it was RESOLVED that the 
schedule of payments and receipts totalling £6924.51 be approved for payment. 
 

 Financial Statement for March 2019 

 The statement of accounts up to 20 March 2019 was APPROVED.    

 

33/19C Items for noting or referral to a future meeting. 
An issue relating to the County Council on street car parking consultation was raised by 
resident on Facebook. Simon Oakley (CDC/WSCC) gave some background which 
explained the rationale behind the parking consultation.  It was noted that the Free School 
puts pressure on local streets in Chichester and that the school travel plan will require 
adjusting.   

 

34/19C Staff Matters 

  Item deferred whilst performance reviews carried out.   

 

There being no further business the Chair declared the Meeting closed at 8.41pm 

 

Signed  Date    
Chair 
  
 


